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Criteria for Admission to and Exit from Weatherfield Academy 

Context 

Special Educational Needs and provision can be considered as falling under four broad areas:  

1. Cognition and learning  
2. Communication and interaction 
3. Social, mental and emotional health 
4. Sensory and/or physical 

 
Many children and young people have difficulties that fit clearly into one of these areas; 
some have needs that span two or more areas; for others the precise nature of their need may 
not be clear at the outset.  

School Provision 

The provision aims to support the development of children and young people (aged 7 – 19) 
within the cognition and learning strand of SEND within a specialist environment.  

Pupils may present with a range of learning difficulties, including speech, language and 
communication needs, autistic spectrum disorder, moderate learning difficulties and specific 
learning difficulties.  

Additionally, the Academy is able to make provision for children and young people with 
additional needs, not considered significant from the list above.  

The provision is an Academy Special School and it is expected that the catchment area will 
be primarily from the Central Bedfordshire Local Authority.  Pupils from other areas will be 
considered upon request.  

Entry Criteria 

A child or young person is eligible to be considered for placement if they meet the following 
criteria:  

● The child or young person has an Education Health Care Plan. 
● The child or young person is aged 7-19 years old.  
● The child or young person has been assessed as being unable to fully access, or follow 

in a modified form, the National Curriculum in a mainstream setting.  
● A child or young person is working significantly below ‘Age Expectations’ 

academically.  
● The Academy has the resources and expertise to meet the child or young person’s 

needs.  
● There is an appropriate place available within a suitable cohort.  
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Exit Criteria 

A child will be considered for placement in a mainstream school when one or more of the 
following factors are evident.  

● The child’s special educational needs are no longer a barrier to accessing the 
curriculum of a mainstream setting.  

● The child no long requires an Education Health Care Plan.  
● There is evidence from professionals across the agencies involved that the child will 

benefit from a placement in a mainstream school.  
 
A child will be considered for placement in an alternative specialist provision when one or 
more of the following factors are evident.  

● The child’s special educational needs have changed to the extent that the provision is 
no longer able to meet their needs and he/she requires the specialist 
skills/facilities/resources available within an alternative specialist placement.  

● A child will be considered not suitable for placement if there has been deterioration of 
their health to the extent that they are required to be in a full time health based 
environment, for example, hospital, hospice, and full time nursing care at home.  

 
Consideration should be given to the compatibility with the efficient education of other 
children and effective use of resources available.  For this reason, a student may be 
considered no longer appropriately placed when the points above do not apply.  

Procedure for Placement 

The admitting authority for special schools is Central Bedfordshire Council Local Authority 
and requests for placement at Weatherfield Academy may be considered by the provision 
panel, if the child is living in the Central Bedfordshire Local Authority.  

Applications for admission from outside Authorities, should be made in writing to the Head 
teacher direct to the Academy, in line with the consultation process outlined in the SEND 
Code of Practice.  

If the panel considers that the child meets the criteria for a place, consultation will take place 
with the nearest appropriate provision to the home address that has an available place. 
Should parents state a preference for a place which is not the nearest available school, parents 
would be responsible for the home to school transport if a place is allocated at their preferred 
school.  

The school being consulted will respond directly to the Local Authority indicating if they feel 
that they can meet the pupil’s needs.  
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The SEND Code of Practice requires the Local Authority to comply with parental preference 
unless:  

● The school is unsuitable to the child’s age, ability aptitude or special educational 
needs.  

● The placement would be incompatible with the efficient education of other children 
with whom the child would be placed.  

● The placement would be incompatible with the efficient use of resources.  
 
In consideration of a parental request for a placement, the Local Authority must consider the 
entry criteria above.  
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